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Gandhiji undertook writing thoughts |
for the day, Roj ki Vichar, for the E
benefit of Anand Hingorani whose |
wife Vidya, for whom Gandhijihad |
great affection, died tragically young.

The entry published on

page 7 of Roj ki Vichar, dated
22 November 1944 is
reproduced below :
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A rough rendering would read
as follows :

The search for Truth and the observance
of Non-violence are impossible |
without adherence to chastity,
non-stealing, non-possession,
fearlessness, respect for all religions
and eradication of untouchability
and the like.
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In our last issue (Vol. 12, No. 1, April-
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The photograph shows Thakkar Bappa n.‘qf

with Mahatma Gandhi on his journey to
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EDITORIAL

Ethical Religion

he bookEthical Religion was written byWilliam Macintyre

Salter. Who was the founder of the Society for Eth
Culture, Chicago. This book was published in America in Me
1889 and in England in 1905. In 1907 Gandhi transcreateci,l _
summarized only eight of the fifteen chapters of the bool# |\
Gujrati language. The Guijrati version was publishedngiian ¥
Opinion in the same year. The English rendering of the orig%
Gujrati was published in the&ollected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi, Vol. VI.

The Society for EthicalCulture, Chicago investigated the basic tenets of all
religions and came to the following conclusions. First, all religion for the most part
are based on morality. They teach morality.

Secondly, one may or may not profess a religion. But one should obey the law
as of morality. The man, who does not obey the laws of morality, cannot do good
to himself or to others.

Thirdly, the object of these societies is to find out the fundamentals of all
religions, analyse the ethical principles common to them and live upto them. In the
introductory note Gandhi writes, “We should only appeal to the reader to try to
live upto to those moral precepts that appeal to him. Then only may we regard our
efforts as having been fruitful.”

In the beginning Gandhi says that moral nature is inherent in man. This enables
him to rise to good and noble thoughts. Sciences shows us the world as it is. Ethics
teacher what it ought to be, and how man should act. A moral man expects no
reward for his action. He does it because he must. Ethical religion does not mean
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display of gentlemanliness. It means a little more diligence, a little better education,
a little more cleanliness, etc. These only touch the fringe of ethical religion.

What do we mean by ideal morality? Gandhi mentions the example of Geremy
Bentham. The latter tried sincerely to spread education among the English. He
played an important role in improving the condition of prisoners. He discovered
many good principles. He may be regarded, according to Gandhi, “as truly moral.”
He adds, “... true morality, true civilization and true progress are always to be
found together.” He re-iterates “If we take out the essence of all moral laws, we
shall find that attempt to do good to mankind is the highest morality. If we open
the treasure house of morality with this key, we shall find in it all the other
principles.”

What is moral action? Most of our actions are non-moral. Mere observance of
custom and usage should not properly be called morality. “A moral act must be
our own act;” says Gandhi, “it must spring from our own will.”” Emperor
Alexander was called “thésreat” by the historians. But he was never a moral
man. A moral act should be free from compulsion and fear. He should have no
self-interest in his action. Love born out of profit motive is no love at all.

St Francis Xavier passionately prayed, because it was his duty to pray. Gandhi
quotes his prayer :

Then why, O Blessed Jesus Christ,
Shall I not love thee well?

Not for the sake of winning heaven
Or of escaping Hell;

Not for the sake of gaining aught
Not seeking a reward—

But as thyself host loved me

O everlasting Lord.

Gandhi cites another example. Saint Theresa wanted to have a torch in her right
hand and vessel of water in her left hand. With one she wanted to burn the glories
of heaven and with the other extinguish the fire of hell. Men should learn to serve
God from love alone without fear of hell and also without the temptation of
heavenly bliss.
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Is there any Higher Law? This is a question that haunted Gandhi throughout his
life. He argues that an act may be right or wrong. This does not depend upon his
self interest or wishes. Opinions change, but not morality. Moral laws are immutable
Gandhi says, “It cares not for custom not for public opinion. To a moral man,
public opinion or custom is binding only so long as it is in harmony with the moral
law. In this connection Gandhi quotes Robert Browning, “If eSatan proclaimed
law of untruth in the world, even then in the world, even then justice, goodness will
continue to be divine.”

Assyria and Babylonia broke to pieces, when the cup of sin was full. The great
leaders of Rome could not save her, when it plunged into immorality.
Accomplishment in civilization could not save Greece when immorality reigned
supreme. The American Revolution. French Revolution and most of the
Revolutions of the world are “insurrections against immorality.”

Morality as a religion is an important issue in Gandhian discourse. There are
two views on the subject. Some are of opinion that religion is more than morality.
Others think where there is morality there is no need of religion.

Gandhi firmly believes that morality and religion are closely related. He is
determined to believe in and practise religion through morality. Very often men of
immoral conduct claim to be religious. On the other hand, moral men like
Bradlaugh are proud to call themselves atheists. They disdain religion. Both groups
of people are mistaken. The first view is not only wrong but also dangerous.

Gandhi explains that morality in the past was simply the customary conduct of
a community. By natural process good customs survived and bad customs died out.
Most people in the world have superficial idea of religion. They worship out of fear
to ward off danger, real or imagined. Gandhi is firm in his view. He argues, “So
long as seed of morality is not watered by religion, it withers and ultimately
perishes. Thus it will be seen that true and ideal morality ought to include true
religion. To put the same thought differently, morality cannot be observed without
religion. That is to say, morality should be observed as a religion.” Gandhi refers
to Dr Coit, who is his prayer says, “I have no other god except righteousness.”

Charles Darwin was a great Englishman, who made great scientific discoveries.
Gandhi has profoundly evaluated his contribution to science and civilization. In the
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light of Darwin’s discoveries, Gandhi has raised two issues. Does the influence of
environment lead us to be moral? Can it be said that forces that surround us are
indifferent to morality? Darwin has demonstrated, there is an instinct of self-
preversation in man and also in other creatures. Those who survive the struggle for
existence are fit and successful. The unfit are destined to extinction. Gandhi agrees
with Darwin and argues that the issue of struggle does not depend on mere physical
force. Darwin has further proved that moral strength is even superior to physical
and intellectual strength. He has further demonstrated altruistic instinct is also
prevalent even in animals. Gandhi says, “Nations are sustained neither by wealth,
nor by armies, but by righteousness alone. It is the duty of man to bear this in mind
and practise altruism which is the highest form of morality.”

Ethical Religion which includes Love, kindness, generosity and other qualities
has a Social Ideal. This can be manifested only in relation to others, embracing the
entire humanity. Personal Morality teaches man to say, “My duty is to rest secure
in the belief that | am a ray of God’s light.”



Making a Constitution : “We Wish for Peace”

Nehru

[ Speech delivered in reply to the debate on the
Objectives Resolution in the Constituent Assembly on January 22, 1947]

“..We claim in this Resolution the right to frame a Constitution for a Sovereign
Independent Indian Republic—necessarily republic. What else can we have in
India? Whatever the State may have or may not have, it is impossible and
inconceivable and undesirable to think in any terms but those of a republic in
India.

“Now, what relation will that Republic bear to the other countries of the world,
to England and to the British Commonwealth and the rest? For a long time past,
we have taken a pledge on Independence Day that India must sever her connection
with Great Britain, because that connection had become an emblem of British
domination. At no time have we ever thought in terms of isolating ourselves in this
part of the world from other countries or of being hostile to countries which have
dominated over us.

“On the eve of this great occasion, when we stand on the threshold of freedom,
we do not wish to carry a trail of hostility with us against any other country. We
want to be friendly to all. We want to be friendly with the British people and the
British Commonwealth of Nations.

“But what | would like the House to consider is this : When these words and
these labels are fast changing their meaning—and in the world today there is no
isolation—we cannot live apart from the others. We must co-operate or we must
fight. There is no middle way. We wish for peace. We do not want to fight any
nation if we can help it. The only possible real objective that we, in common with
other nations, can have is the objective of co-operating in building up some kind of
world structure, call it One World, call it what you like. The beginnings of this
world structure have been laid in the United Nations Organization. It is still feeble;
it has many defects; nevertheless, it is the beginning of the world structure. And
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India has pledged herself to co-operate in its work.

“Now, if we think of that structure and our co-operation with other countries
in achieving it, where does the question come of our being tied up with this group
of nations or that group? Indeed, the more groups and blocs are formed, the
weaker will that great structure become.

“Therefore, in order to strengthen this big structure, it is desirable for all
countries not to insist, not to lay stress on separate groups and separate blocs. |
know that there are such separate groups and blocs today, and because they exist
today, there is hostility between them, and there is even talk of war among them.
I do not know what the future will bring us, peace or war. We stand on the edge of
a precipice and there are various forces which pull us on one side in favour of co-
operation and peace, and on the other, push us towards the precipice of war and
disintegration. | am not enough of a prophet to know what will happen, but | do
know that those who desire peace must deprecate separate blocs which necessarily
become hostile to other blocs.

“Therefore, India, in so far as it has a foreign policy, has declared that it wants
to remain independent and free of all these blocs, and that it wants to co-operate on
equal terms with all countries. It is a difficult position, because when people are full
of fear of one another, any person who tries to be neutral is suspected of sympathy
with the other party. We can see that in India and we can see that in the wider sphere
of world politics. Recently an American statesman criticized India, in words which
show how lacking, in knowledge and understanding even the statesmen of America
are. Because we follow our own policy, this group of nations thinks, that we are
siding with the other, and that group of nations thinks that we are siding with this.
That is bound to happen. If we seek to be a free, independent, democratic Republic,
it is not to disassociate ourselves from other countries, but rather as a free nation
to co-operate in the fullest measure with other countries for peace and freedom, to
co-operate with Britain, with the British Commonwealth of Nations, with the United
States of America, with the Soviet Union, and with all other countries, big and
small. But real co-operation would only come between us and these other nations,
when we know that we are free to co-operate and are not imposed upon and forced
to co-operate. As long as there is the slightest trace of compulsion, there can be no
co-operation.
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“Therefore, | commend this Resolution to the House and | commend this
Resolution, if | may say so, not only to this House but to the world at large so that
it can be perfectly clear that it is a gesture of friendship to all, and that behind it
there lies not hostility.

“We have suffered enough in the past. We have struggled sufficiently, we may
have to struggle again; but under the leadership of a very great personality we have
sought always to think in terms of friendship and goodwill towards others, even
those who opposed us. How far we have succeeded we do not know, because we are
weak human beings. Nevertheless the impress of that message has found a place in
the hearts of millions of people of this country, and even when we err and go astray,
we cannot forget it. Some of us may be little men, some may be big, but whether
we are small men or big, for the moment we represent a great cause and, therefore,
something of the shadow of greatness falls upon us.

CONSTITUTION MAKING

“Today in this Assembly, we represent a mighty cause and this Resolution that |
have placed before you gives some semblance of that cause. We shall pass this
Resolution, and | hope that this resolution will lead us to a Constitution on the lines
suggested by this Resolution. | trust that the Constitution itself will lead us to the
real freedom that we have clamoured for, and that real freedom in turn will bring
food to our starving people, clothing for, them, housing for them and all manner of
opportunities for progress; that it will lead also to the freedom of the other countries
of Asia, because in a sense, however unworthy we may be, we have become—-let
us recognize it—the leaders of the freedom movement of Asia, and whatever we do,
we should think of ourselves in these larger terms. When some petty matter divides
us and we have difficulties and conflicts amongst ourselves over these small matters,
let us remember not only this Resolution, but this great responsibility that we
shoulder, the responsibility of the freedom of 400 million people of India, the
responsibility of the leadership of a large part of Asia, the responsibility of being
some kind of guide to vast numbers of people all over the world. It is a tremendous
responsibility.

“We shall frame the Constitution, and | hope it will be a good Constitution, but
does anyone in this House imagine that when a free India emerges, it will be bound
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down by anything that even this House might lay down for it? A free India will
set the bursting forth of the energy of a mighty nation. What it will do and what
it will not, I do not know; but | do know that it will not consent to be bound down
by anything. And so now | commend this Resolution to the House.”

“India is a great country, great in her resources, great in manpower, great in her
potential, in every way. | have little doubt that a free India on every plane will play
a big part on the world stage, even on the narrowest plane of material power.
Nevertheless, today there is a conflict in the world between forces on different
planes. We hear a lot about the atom bomb and the various kinds of energy that it
represents and in essence today there is a conflict in the world between two things,
the atom bomb and what it represents, and the spirit of humanity. | hope that while
India will no doubt play a great part in all the material spheres, she will always lay
stress on the spirit of humanity and | have no doubt in mind that ultimately in this
conflict that is confronting the world, the human spirit will prevail over the atom
bomb.”

“May this Resolution bear fruit and may the time come when in the words of
this Resolution, this ancient land will attain its rightful and honoured place in the
world and make its full and willing contribution to the promotion of world peace
and the welfare of mankind!”



Religion and State in India and Search for Rationality
Satish Chandra

This purpose of this essay is to explore some aspects of state building in
India, with special reference to the problems of secularism, the role of religion
in state and nation building and the question of rationality.

PROBLEM OF NATION OR NATIONALISM
| do not, at this juncture, wish to raise the problem of nation or nationalism. At one
stage, western thinkers identified nation with state. The British colonial rulers
asserted that since India, unlike Britain or France, the basic points for reference for
them, did not have a single religion or a common language, it was not a nation
and, as such, did not qualify to exist as a state i.e. an independent nation-state. This,
of course, was combined with the argument of backwardness of the peoples of the
region, and the “civilizational mission” of the Whites. These arguments are no
longer put forward, but the mentality behind them—of the westerners not being only
different and superior but historically destined to dominate or rule over the rest of
the world—is still reflected in much of the western treatment of the developing
world.

The concept of nation and nationalism in relation to the newly independent
countries or former colonies has, in recent years, been the subject of much debate
in the west. The writings of Ernest Gellner, Bendit Anderson, Paul Brass, Fukayama
and Robert Haas are only a few of these. Many of the western scholars, who were
at one time giving lessons of nationalism to the colonial peoples, have now
discovered that nationalism is not such a good idea. It is no longer considered to be
the logical evolution of all history, as propounded earlier, but that ethno-national

Paper presented to Centre for Research in Rural and Industrial Development Chandigarh,
September 6, 2001.
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identities are “contingent and imagined”, and that “there was nothing inevitable
about the rise of ethnic identity, and its transformation into nationalism”. Fukayama,
while conceding that nationalism was, in some respects, progressive, considers the
quest of national identity to be “essentially a regressive phenomenon”. Some western
thinkers go so far as to dub national or ethno-national identity a deviation from
individual moral choice into a relapse into a suffocating embrace of communal
“embeddedness”, an “escape from freedom”, perhaps even a pathological
phenomenon.

It is not necessary for us to enter into this controversy here. Different peoples
and societies have sought identity and means of bonding in different ways,
nationalism being only one of them, though a significant one.

THE MANTRA OF FREE TRADE & GLOBALISATION
Before taking leave of the modern debate on nationalism, | would like to underline
that for many western thinkers, their basic precepts change sharply when they no
longer seem to subserve western interests. One may recall the period before the
arrival of the Portuguese, followed by the Dutch and the English in Asian waters.
They found in Asia a world where trade was, by and large, free and global, with
only nominal- 5 or 10 per cent— duty being levied on imports. Arabs, Indians,
Javanese. Malays and Chinese traded freely. The Portuguese, the Dutch and the
English used their naval power to break this global free trade, and to establish their
trading monopolies in the region. They used political and naval power to try to
exclude the native traders from the global trade.

When 1 was studying in the University while the British ruled over India, their
actions were not considered reprehensible. In fact, the Asian rulers -were blamed for
their inferiority in naval and military matters. Now the same set of people from the
west oppose the growth of national economies based on restricted trade opportunities
and advocate globalization and liberalization. This has become the great western
“mantra” which enables all peoples, irrespective of their concrete conditions, to rise
to their full stature if they would immediately implement it in full.

Again, 1 do not want to enter into the debate on globalization. My only point
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is that ideas and concepts which originate in the west or any where else should not
be accepted uncritically, but like all ideas examined carefully, and implemented, if
found useful, bearing in mind specific, societal and historical traditions and
conditions.

POST -MODERNISM
We may, in this context, look at the concept of post-modernism which has become
so fashionable in some quarters in the west and is being accepted almost as a gospel
by some sections in our country Central to this debate is the attack on secularism
and the post -Renaissance concept of rationality. Thus, William M. McClay from the
University of Tenessee speaking at the Wilson Centre pointed out that “These days
it is more fashionable to be ‘spiritual’ than to be secular”. It has also been pointed
out that the challenge to secularism was being mounted by “an intellectually
sophisticated, and increasingly economical conservative religious counter-culture”.
This involved de-coupling of secularism from modernisation, since it is argued that
a “progressive or modernising agenda need not be a secularising one”. In fact, in
some western academic centres, secularism’s claim to universal truth and impersonal
rationalism are decried “as a form of cognitive imperialism”. This is on par with the
neo-Marxist arguments put out earlier by some western scholars underlining the
“objectively progressive role” of imperialism in order to attack anti-imperialist
national movements.

NATURE OF STATE IN INDIA
Moving away from this debate, and looking at our own traditions of the relationship
between state and religion and pluralism, | would like to start by pointing out that
the discussion about nature and objective of the state and its relationship with
religion and society goes back in India several centuries before the Christian era.
However, unlike Islam, religion and the state were not born simultaneously so to
say. In India, the two developed separately and also interacted with each other.
The celebrated work on state, tAgthashastra ascribed to the Kautilya, set out
the objective of the state as “to make acquisitions, to keep them secure, to improve
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them, and to distribute among the deserved the profits of improvenidim’ma

was considered one of the objectives, but given a secondary position. Although
Buddhism considered dharma the central objective of state, and gave a higher
position to the saintbpukku) to the supreme rulerclfakavarti), the brahmanical
thinking merely advised the ruler to combine kingly dutiegi)( with morality
(dharma). This continued to be the Hindu view through historic times. In a general
manner, the ruler was expected to maintain social stability. This was often implied
to preserve the existing social .order, in particular the four fold division ofah&
system, and respect cultural pluralism by allowing people to pursue their own
dharma or way of life. Thus, the final message to the king put forward in the
Shantiparva of théahabharata was “Regard all religious faiths with reverence and
ponder their teachings, but do not surrender your own judgement”.

This implies that the state was never considered to be theocratic in nature. Nor
could the state be considered interdependent or distinct, so that in some cases the
ruler could even over-ride religious injunctions. This, with some differences, was
also the Islamic concept as it evolved.

IN MEDIEVAL ISLAMIC WORLD
As in the case of India during the early period, during the medieval period there was
a lot of discussion in the Islamic world regarding the nature of the state and its
relationship with religion. The earlier idea of the combination of spiritual and
secular authority in the hands of the Imam had come to an end with the rise of
Sultans in the ® century. The Sultans wielded only secular authority, though efforts
were made to raise their status by calling thetrallah or shadow of God. They
were duty bound to respect ttsharia and honour the clerics, but they were
answerable only to God. By this time, Islamic society had become feudalized or
hierarchical. The Sultan was duty bound to protect the existing unequal social order
in the name of stability, as tHéyasat Nama of Buyid Nizam-ul-Mulk shows. All
that the ruler in such a state could do was to provide some succor and relief to the
poor in the name of justicadl), but they were to be kept out of state power and
to be kept in their place by all means possible. Fakhri-Madabbir and Ziyauddin
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Barani, the historians, writing in the ®.3and 14" centuries, echo the words of
Nizam-ul-Mulk. Barani says that the “low mean and ignoble” were “plentiful and
abundant”. They were not to be allowed a share in state power which would “disturb
the high born people and lead the Kingdom to decline and fall”. Any failure to put
down these elements would lead to a breakdown in which there would be “complete
community of women and property”. These ideas were, in substance, echoed by
Tulsidas in the 18 century, calling, upon the powers that be to keeméeeh under

tight control.

According to many contemporary thinkers, a state based on din, or faith resting
on social justice and morality had been abandoned once the rule of the Four Pious
Caliphs Khilafat-1-Rasludin) had come to an end. Going further, Ustad Ahmad
Muhammad Jamal of Egypt maintains that Islam did not evolve any definite form
of government. Nor did it lay down details for it. It only lays down some
foundational principles of a generalised nature which do not vary with space and
time, and on which, it is possible to build (a state) for the welfare of the people.
Interestingly, even modern Pakistani scholars are of the same view. Thus,
Qamaruddin Khan, Professor of Islamic History. Karachi University, in his
introduction to Al-Mawardi’sTheory of the Sate is of the opinion that “the Quran
does not aim to create a state but to create a society”.

The historian Ziauddin Barani puts forward the concept that the state could only
be based owlaulat or jahandari or worldly affairs, not din or faith. Akbar’s friend
and philosopher Abul Fazl puts the ruler above all religious considerations, and
strongly defended reason, denounciaglid or religious concepts based on rigid
tradition.

MAULANA AZAD'S VIEWS
Maulana Azad whose erudition as an Islamic scholar was accepted even by his
opponents, never considered theocracy as an integral part of Islam, nor the rigid
form of sharia which is considered by manjyama as the basis of an Islamic state,
as the basis of laws of state. He considered din to be the essence of religion, and
sharia only its outer manifestation which changed with times and the situation. Din
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he considered “devotion to God and righteous living”.

Maulana Azad’'s words are relevant in a world where forces of religious
fundamentalism are rising all round us. It is significant that the deposed Indonesian
President Abdurrahman Wabhid, who was himself a spiritual leadayayi, lauded
Azad’'s teachings when he visited India. He had declared. “Islam yes, Islamic state
no”.

DEBATE ON SECULARISM

There has been a considerable debate in India about the nature and meaning of
secularism and whether it was a part of our tradition or an importation.

Nehru used the word “secularism” in the context of struggle against religious
obscurantismwhich justified and sanctified an unjust and regressive social order,
and in the context of struggle for rationalism. Discussion has tended to concentrate
only on the first aspect, viz. separation of state from religion. Nehru’s vision was
objected to on the ground that all organized religions in Asia were maxscimalists -
they considered religion to be an integral part of life and divorcing religion, i.e. true
religion from the state robbed it of its cultural ethos. According to T. N. Madan,
secularism “was a strategem, not a guidance for viable political action or
weltanchaung.” Others argued that since mythologies and myths had a strong hold
on the Asian mind, the secular struggle for rationalism was an impossible dream.

UNDER ATTACK—PLURALISM, RATIONALISM; AND HUMANISM
The present NDA government has accepted the concept of “secularism” in words
but its biggest partner, the BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party), has robbed it of all its
content by putting forward the concept of Hindutva, with a prescribed Hindu code
of ethics forming the basis of cultural nationalism. This, in effect, denies the concept
of pluralism which implied the emergence of a common national ethos without,
however, attempting to erode or abrogate the cultural identities of different groups
and religious communities.

Even more serious than the assault on pluralism is the attack on the concept of
rationalism and humanism which, though a part of the Indian tradition, came to the
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fore-front in Europe in the post-Renaissance period, and was the basis of creating
a separate sphere for science, away from religion. This was gradually extended to
the fields of social science and culture.

There has been much talk of introducing cultural values in our system of
education. If by values is meant ethical values, such values were always an integral
part of the school system. If, however, by values we mean religious values, it was
always believed that the ethical and moral values propounded by various religions
were essentially the same. Hence, there is a legitimate suspicion that in the name
of value education, obscurantist ideas -some of them based on myths and
mythology—would be promoted. It has not escaped anyone’s attention that already
a private T. V. Channel is devoted to promoting all kinds of myths and legends in
the name of culture.

That there is a definite attempt to undermine the rational humanistic tradition of
the universities is made clear by the manner in which astrologykansh kanda
is being sought to be smuggled into the universities. Natural scientists all over the
country have made no bones that they consider it to be a pseudo science, like
alchemy. If the government was keen only to promote the scientific study of
astrology, as it claims, it could easily promote astrology in various institutions
outside the university system.

That introduction of astrology in the universities would be the thin end of the
wedge to introduce all kinds of pseudo scientific practices was made manifest when
| received some time back an invitation from Professor Ram Krishan Sastri,
designating himself as Vice Chancellor of the Viswa Jyotish Institue, Kolkata, to a
conference next year where, in addition to astronomy and astrology, palmistry,
numerology ,vastu tantra, physiognomy etc would also be discussed. It was claimed
that the project had the moral support of the government of the country, that many
Central and State Ministers, Supreme Court and High Court judges, Chancellors and
Vice Chancellors of universities were expected to attend, and that the Prime Minister
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee had expressed his willingngess to inaugurate the same.
This shows how far we have come. That such a galaxy of persons are expected to
attend a function which goes in the face of modern science and rationalism shows
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the atmosphere of pseudo rationalism that has been created. That too, at a time
when the Planning Commission and the Government keep talking of making India
a knowledge super-power based on modern science and technology and the
information system. Can the building of a knowledge based super-power go hand in
hand with undermining the rational, humanistic basis of the university system?

Regarding the revival of religion in the West, those who are a part of the
movement also state clearly that taboos, superstitions, supernaturalism and
irrationality were “vestiges of humanity’s childhood”; and for them, religion is “an
dispensable force for the up-holding of human dignity and moral order”.

Unfortunately, such a distinction in religion between the supernatural and
irrational elements and struggle for human dignity and moral order is not being
made in our country. That is why Nehru’s combination of secularism with struggle
against obscurantism and caste-based social distinctions is meaningful even today.
We should pledge ourselves to continue his call for a rational and just social order,
based on secularism, pluralism and toleration.

A noted scholar of History, and former Chairman of UGC during the seventies.



Manifesto of National Committee for
Linguistic and Communal Harmony, 1972

or 25 years now India is on the crossroads of history. India since 1947 is a
Fnation— state; it rightly rejects any two-nation doctrine and cannot nurse a
multi-nationality objective.

All our edifying endeavour for unity or unification has been despite the historic
fact that India is a country of diverse languages and religions with varied customs
and traditions. Also that—except for three generations following the rise of
Chandragupta Maurya (c 320 B.C.) and for four generations following the rise of
Akbar, the Great Moghul (1526 A.D.)— the sub-continent had not enjoyed the
blessings of political unity in the past.

Through two millennia and more, before the British conquest of the entire
country, there were frequent wars between the ruling dynasties of neighbouring
principalities; wars which sometimes covered generations. These wars evoked
highest standards of chivalry in both the feudal lord and the common man. But the
common man on either side did not accumulate any rancour towards the enemy.
This was not because the peasant, the artisan, the merchant or the scribe was less
loyal than the warrior but because the citizen of one kingdom could not forget the
homes of kinsmen or shrines for pilgrimage in the other kingdom. The people
whether in the north or in the south, whether subscribing to monotheism or
polytheism, whether speaking an elite speech or a vernacular dialect, whether
writing from left to right or from right to left shared with pride a common
civilisation and strengthened this synthesis from generation to generation.

The architects of India’s freedom and the makers of our republican constitution
had realized that what had saved India or Indian civilisation through centuries of
foreign invasions and internal feuds was this quest for unity. The unity was sought
in harmony and concord and not through conformity and intolerance. The
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Brahmavidya of the Vedic Age was not the monopoly of high birth. The Buddha
spoke in vernacular dialects and had no objection to admit to the Dharma an
untouchable man or a fallen woman. Asoka had his edicts composed in popular
medium and even had them engraved in two altogether different scripts. Asoka
ordered the highest officials to be ever busy in effecting concord and harmony
between great and small, between plainsmen and tribal folk, between believers in
the King’'s dharma and others. In fact, Asoka set the norm for our modern secular
state that *no language, no religion or no people should thrive at the cost of others.
Akbar in a more difficult age sought the same and in his zeal even set up an official
religion accommodating all benefits in the empire. Two generations before Akbar,
a great saint had laid the foundation of a religion which openly preached and deeply
practised the essential unity between Hinduism and Islam. The language of Guru
Nanak accommodated the Sanskrit as well as the Arabic (Iranic) usage then current
in India. Centuries later when the British began using the diverse languages and
religions of India to their administrative advantage, Raja Rammohan Roy spoke in
modern terms of the Essential Unity of Religions, but sought authority in the Veda,
the Buddha and the Sikh Guru, also in the Bible and the Koran.

The bi-centenary year of Rammohan Roy has witnessed grave violence and
brutal persecution on the score of speech. In previous years instances of persecution
of communal and religious minorities had sometimes occurred and rightly both the
centre and the states came to the prompt rescue of the oppressed. But the Assam and
Telengana orgies took much time—too much time—to attract the custodians of law
and order. Centre was well seized of the grossly materialist incentives of the anti-
social elements masquerading as language zealots in Assam and elsewhere, but
being itself a victim of schizophrenia between English and Hindi in the central and
international level, the Centre took lamentably much time to act. This has added to
the confusion in people’s mind all over the country. Are the safeguards for minority
rights, as provided in our constitution, not sufficient directives? The framers of our
constitution were certainly not half-hearted in their professed concern for the
minorities. Certainly Bhim Rao Ambedkar, Abul Kalam Azad, Harendra C.
Mukherjee and Jawaharlal Nehru looked forward to unity through harmony and
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concord and not through conformity and intolerance. When Netaji coined the
expressions, Azad Hind or Jai Hind, he wanted to emphasize Sanskrit as well as
Arabic (Iranic) elements in our speech and in our religion.

Whether the political or secular unity of India is a result of British rule or is an
outcome of Indian modernism, this unity is a treasure which we must preserve and
promote. That treasure will break into pieces if any single linguistic group indulges
in a reign of terror in any one state. If, however, the sword is used to decide the
future of any one language, that sword will inevitably make a shambles of our
nation-state. Let people all over India think in terms of our past as well as of future
and come forward to advise and aid the Government when we are at the crossroads
of history.

Calcutta—the city of Raja Rammohan Roy, Henry Louis Vivian Derozio and
Mirza Galib—has the largest collection of different linguistic and religious
communities, and almost from its beginning Calcutta has been symbol of Modern
India both in commerce and culture. The people who earn their bread in Calcutta
are thus mutually .tolerant of each other's speech. The people of Calcutta feel
distressed that elsewhere people speaking Nepali (Gorkhali or Khaskura), Santhali
(Mundari or Oraon) or Bengali find themselves helpless and insecure because of
their native speech. Thus a number of Calcutta citizens representing different
religious and linguistic groups and subscribing to different ideologies, set up in
October 1972 a Committee to call an All India Convention on Linguistic and
Communal Harmony. On 17 November 1972 an All India Convention was
accordingly held under the chairmanship of Hon’ble Sankar Prasad Mitra (C. J.,
Calcutta High Court) at the Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Culture which “seeks
to present a proper interpretation and appraisal of India’s cultural heritage.” The
convention was attended by delegates from Assam, Bihar, Haryana, Orissa and
Punjab; among such delegates being Hon’ble Harihar Mahapatra (Judge of Patna)
and Shri G. S. Rarewala (Amritsar). This convention set up a National Committee;
Dr. G. S. Dhillon, Speaker, Lok Sabha, is among the patrons of the Committee.

The sacred duty of preservation and promotion of India’s integrity can be
discharged only if the other cultural and commercial centres, that is, the entire
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country, can be harnessed to this task. The proposed All India Convention at New
Delhi will no doubt chalk out a programme and devise ways and means to save the
unity of India. Fully cognizant of the material viability, that is, economic unity and
of the moral viability, that is cultural unity, of the Republic of India, we have the
sole objective of preserving and promoting the integrity of India. We thus believe
in the rights of linguistic and religious components of the nation. If not repugnant
to the cause of unity, every such group should have unfettered right to practise its
own faith and to speak its own speech. Thus, in all fields, education or employment,
culture or religion, there should be no restraint on freedom to speak in one’s own

way.
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Director-Secretary’s Report
on
The Programme and Activities at
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore,
From June, 2017 to August, 2017

. Celebration of World Environment Day (05.06.2017) :

Raising awareness regarding the immense amount of damage caused by mankind
to the environment and its preservation is one of the major issues in the world
today. Global warming due to indiscriminate exploitation of natural resources by
humans and destroying the environment by sheer callousness has led to
innumerable natural calamities in the recent past. The environmentalists have
come to realize the fact that if the warning is not realized in time then a bleak
future awaits mankind and June 5 has been designated as World environment Day
by the United Nations. In order to raise awareness regarding the environment and
its preservation the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore organized the
celebration of the Environme
Day on June 5, 2017, at i§
premises. A workshop wal
organized by the Sangrahalaya
association with the Frontlin
Society, Ichapore and th
Paribesh Bandhab Mancha (g
NGO working for raising
awareness about environmen
issues), Barrackpore. There we
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= two competitions for the participants, one
A% | for poster designing and another for
slogan writing (both on environmental
issues). The participants had to perform in
3 groups and each group was named after
some kind of plant such as-banyan,
peepal, neem, haldi, mango, gulmohur,
chandan and lemon. Each group
consisted of five (5) or six (6)
participants. There were four groups each for both the competitions.

In the second half of the programme the institutibaru Chhaya (an
associate organization of Paribe : '
Bandhab  Mancha,  Barrackpore
performed a small skit on environme
while the institutionKheyal Khushi L &

Kallol Roy, Secretary,
Bandhab Mancha, involving
indiscriminate exploitation of natural resources by humans while another one,
involving the issue of Global Warming and its ill effects on humans and the
future damages that can be caused by it,

| was presented by Shri Pratik Ghosh, the
Director-Secretary of Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore. Finally, the

» winners of the competitions for Poster
Designing and Slogan Writing were
awarded prizes. The slogan written by the
neem group was adjudged the best
whereas the award for best poster went to
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the mango group. Apart from t
winners of the competition all the othy.
participants were awarded participati
certificates. A unique feature about t
prizes given was that each participa
whether winner or not was given
sapling of Chinese Tagor, a floweri
shrub, along with their certificates,
be planted at home in pots. The prize
was thus very pertinent and in keeping with the Environment Day celebrations.
Near about fifty (50) students of different schools of Barrackpore and
neighbouring areas participated in the programme and the programme received
a lot of positive response from everyone.

2. Ceebration of Independence Day 2017 (15.08.2017) :

Independence Day was celebrated at the premises of the Sangrahalaya on August
15, 2017. The National Flag was unfurled
by the Director-Secretary at 9.30 am. The
- guests included the local senior citizens,
distinguished persons of the area and

Competition’ for  children, wag
organized by the Sangrahalaya 10.30 :
onwards. The participants includé
students from the local acade
institutions as well as the local &
schools. The competition included thr,
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categories— Group A - age 5 to 8 years,
Group B - age 8+ to 12 years and Group
C - 12+ years to 16 years. Group A had
thirty eight (38) participants, Group B had
forty seven (47) and Group C had twenty
eight (28) participants which implies that
there were a total of 113 participants in
| the competition. The participants of
Groups A and B could draw according to
their choice while the topic for Group C wasnur Swapner Bharat (India of
my Dreams). The judges included Sri Prabir Ghosh, Exhibition Officer, Creative
Museum Designs, a unit of Nation
Council of Science Museums and ¢ i 4 L
Chitta Dey, eminent artist.
The Sit and Draw Competitio- |
was followed by the documentary title 1
Role of Barrackpore in the Freedom
Movement of India. Finally, a dance . °

recital Vandemataram was put up by ™
Mudra, a cultural institution o
Barrackpore. At the end of the programme the prize distribution ceremony was
held where the Guests of Honour included Shri Pijush Kanti Goswami, the Sub
Divisional Officer, Barrackpore
Subdivision and Shri Narayan Basu,
Chairman of the Managing Committee of
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,

b Barrackpore. Prizes were awarded to three

® winners in each category whereas

y consolation prizes were awarded to
everyone. Certificates of participation were

awarded to all the participants.
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3. Training for Making Cloth Bags and Files (Commenced on 24.06.2017) :
The training for making cloth bags and folders, as part of the programme for

financial iy : . [ R

capacity ' ' /

building

for ladies,

has

commenced

from June

24, 2017

and

continuing

successfully. The participants are being taught to make bags of different sizes,

= e purses and

files. They
will be
awarded
certificates
on successful
completion
of the
training.



Vol. 12, No. 2 Gandhi News/ & A3 GeNZ-(ICFHT 2054

4. Mobile Exhibition :

() The Sangrahalaya visite='»
Chanderghat High School, Nad = i f‘
on July 21, 2017, for its Mobiltf;*‘l‘ e {
Exhibition and Daylong '
Programme. The mobile exhibitio :
set Alokchitre Teen Mahajibon
(three  great personalities
photographs- Gurude
Rabindranath Tagore, Mahatn®8
Gandhi and Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose) in roll-up standee was mounted

s at the school premises. After this the
documentary titledRole of Barrackpore in
the Freedom Movement of India was
shown to the students, which was followed
by the audio-visual quiz consisting of

§ twenty (20) questions on life and activities
o of Mahatma Gandhi. Near about sixty (60)
to seventy (70) students and the staff of the
" school participated in the programme
which received positive response from thg21.07.2017)
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() The Sangrahalaya was invited to organise the Mobile Exhibition and
Day-long-programme at Derpur High School, Birbhum on July 24, 2017.
(24.07.2017)

(i) The Sangrahalaya
reached at
Bhulanpur High
School, Bankura to psss
organise the Mobile ;
Exhibition and
Day-long-programme
on August 3, 2017.
(03.08.2017)
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(iv) The Sangrahalaya was
invited to organise the
Mobile Exhibition at
Araldihi High School,
Bankura on August
4, 2017. (04.08.2017)

(v) The Sangrahalaya visited Northland High School, Ishapore for its Mobile
Programme on August 17, 2017. The Students were shown the documentary
Role of Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement of I ndia which was followed
by the audio-visual quiz on the life and works of Gandfijr.08.2017)
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(vi) The Sangrahalaya was invited by Bhagabanchandra High School, Kultali,
24 Parganas (South) for the Mobile Exhibition and Day-long-programme
on August 31, 2017(31.08.2017)

5. Special Visits : .
() Brigadier R .P. Singh OL-- :

15 Rajasthan Rifles
visited the Sangrahalay:

with a few of his
officers on June 13,
2017. He was provided
with a guided tour of

the Sangrahalaya. On seeing the
display he commented, “Thanks
for the kind providing kind insight
into historical perspective of the

‘maintained Museum and Gallery.”
| (13.06.2017)

Sb)
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(i) Two representatives of Mahatma Gandhi Smarak Sadan, Bangladesh,
Mr H. K. Sumon and Sardar Hirak Raza visited the Sangrahalaya, on
June 17, 2017. On seeing the display Mr. Sumon commented,
“Excellent!” while Mr. Raza commented, “good!”(17.06.2017)

(i) Shri  Pijuskanti Goswami
Sub Divisional Officer,
Barrackpore subdivisior=

visited the Sangrahalay,

with his family on July 9}k

2017. He was providejk

with a detailed guided to

.. of the Museum. Regarding the
, display of the Sangrahalaya he
commented, “Excellent

opportunity for me to visit

here.” (09.07.2017)
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6. Group Visit :

(i) Students from two sections each,
class VIII belonging to Nivedite
Vidyapith, Ramakrishna Missio.
Vivekananda Ashram, Barrackpo
visited the Sangrahalaya on July_
(43 students) and 8 (38 student

Bl Tulika Majumdar. They were
provided with a guided tour of the
Sangrahalaya and shown the
' documentary titted Role  of
Barrackpore in the Freedom
Movement of India. On seeing the
display their teacher Smt. Majumdar
commented, “Wonderful historical

experience!” (04.07.2017 and 08.07.2017)

(i) Students of Future Hope Schog
Rowland Road, Kolkata came

visit the Sangrahalaya

in t

batches of sixteen (16) and twelve (12) on
July 11, 2017 and July 14, 2017

"~ respectively along with four of their

Q\\‘D
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m teachers for an educational tour. They
™= were provieed with a guided tour of the
: galleries. One of the teachers commented,
“Very good!” on seeing the display of the

Sangrahalaya while another teacher Mrs.

Hattie Crane comented, “Wonderful!
Thank you for having us to visit.”
(11.07.2017 and 14.07.2017)

(i) Students of classes V, VIl and X of Gopal Govinda Academy, Ramkrishna
Vivekananda Mission, Barrackpore, visited the Sangrahalaya on July 14,
2017 in two batches of sixty (60) and thirty (32) respectively along with three
of their teachers for an educational visit. They were provided with a guided
tour of the Sangrahalaya and shown the documentary tRel@é of

Barrackporein (lie Freedom Movement of India. On seeing the display of the
Sangrahalaya one of the teachers Shri Nabojit Saha commented,
“Wonderful!” while another teacher Smt. Subhra Chaudhuri commented,
“Excellent!” (14.07.2017)

(iv) About fifty (50) students of Ramakrishna Vivekananda Mission,
Barrackpore visited the Sangrahalaya for an educational excursion on July
18, 2017. They were provided with a guided tour of the Sangrahalaya and
shown the documentartitled Role of Barrackpore in the Freedom



Vol. 12, No. 2 Gandhi News/ & A3 GeNZ-(ICFHT 2054

Movement of India. On seeing the display of the Sangrahalaya one of the

teachers Shri Arun Kumar Mondal commented, “Good8.07.2017)

| WY S o

(v) About sixty four (64) students of Sewli Girls’ School and Manmathanath
Girls’ School, Barrackpore visited the Sangrahalaya on July 20, 2017. They
were provided with a guided tour of the Sangrahalaya. On seeing the display

one of the teachers Ms. Suparna Chatterjee commented “Very Good!”
(20.07.2017)

(vi) A group of nearly forty (40) students from the schools and colleges of the
different districts of West Bengal came to visit the Sangrahalaya, on August
22, 2017 as part of the itinerary of a Youth Camp organized by West
Bengal Gandhi Peace Foundation, Mourigram, Howrah. They were
accompanied by Shri Chandan Pal, Secretary, West Bengal Gandhi Peace
Foundation. They were provided with a guided tour of the Sangrahalaya

CZ\(Q
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and later shown the documentary titledle of Barrackpore in the Freedom
Movement of India. On seeing the display Shri Chandan Pal commented,
“Excellent and inspiring!”(22.08.2017)

(vii) A group of fifty one (51) students of St. Claret School of Sewli, Debpukur,
Barrackpore visited the Sangrahalaya on August 24, 2017, accompanied by
four (4) of their teachers, as part of their educational excursion programme.
They were provided with a guided tour of the Sangrahalaya and shown the

documentary titledRole of Barrackpore in the Freedom Movement of

India. One of the teachers commented, “It was a wonderful and informative

session!” (24.08.2017)

7. Number of Visitors who visited Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
during the period June 1, 2017 to August 31, 2017 (excluding the participants
of various programmes)- 1662

@



